Meeting with the Child
I meet with most children individually in their rooms or playrooms usually with the door shut.
Usually sit on the floor with younger kids. 
After observing the children with the parent, I ask them to give me a tour of the home telling me the name of all the rooms. End the tour in the room interview will take place
Developmentally Appropriate Informed Consent
[bookmark: _GoBack]Explain to the child that GAL will be writing down what we talk about and will be putting it into a report/story and that their parents get to read the story and know what we talked about. 
Ask the child if they know who GAL is or why GAL is meeting with them-how they know
Explain GAL’s role as a helper
Explain to the children that the adults will make the final decisions and that it is not their job to fix everything
Explain that if GAL asks anything they don’t know the answer to its ok to say they don’t know
Tell child if I as the any questions that they don’t want to answer they can say they don’t want to answer and then move on
Ask child if they have any questions about the GAL or about how the interview will go
Making the child feel comfortable with the GAL begins with the time spent observing the child with the parent.
To help build rapport with a child once interviewing them individually; begin by asking questions about their personal life. This also gives the interviewer the opportunity to assess the child’s overall functioning. Ask about:
School 
Friends
Bedtimes, wake up times
Extracurriculars
Interests
Favorite things
Work way up through to more questions about family:
Routines in each home
Favorite things in each home
Do they know the parenting schedule
What they do with each parent/favorite thing to do with each parent
Relationship with siblings/extended family
Discipline by each parent
Then to questions that elicit information about the child’s understanding and experience of:
Parents’ separation
Parents’ communication with each other
View of parents
Relationship with one another now
Parents’ ability to be flexible with the schedule
How available is each parent to the child
Child’s experience with the current parenting schedule
Ask broad questions about incidents referred to by parents of inappropriate behavior without giving the child too much information 
If a child talks about a dispute or an incident ask how they know, were they there, what did they observe or hear
GAL needs to be careful not to put the child in the position of choosing between their parents.



