Meeting With The Parents
Gather as much information on the family, details of the conflict, and what the child has experienced
I send parents an explanation of what to expect in advance of our first meeting and an information form I ask each fill out and bring to the first meeting
Meet with Parents
Give Lamb warning telling them nothing we discuss is confidential and will be shared with the court.
Explain the process verbally 
Give detailed explanation to parents of what I will tell their child when I meet them and how I will conduct the home visit and interview with their child.
As per the standards, GAL should take a full history of the parent’s life including:
Their childhood 
Education
Criminal record
Drug/alcohol use history 
Relationship with extended family
Relationship/marital history
Child’s history 
Parenting history-roles
Separation details
Parenting plan since separation
Child’s contact with each parent since separated
Parent’s understanding of what child wants
What parent wants, why
Parent’s view of the other parent as a parent
Parent’s view of the child’s relationship with the other parent
Collect as much information about the child/children from each parent during interview including:
Child’s academic, social, behavioral 
Child’s interest and activities-specifics like what books they are reading what movies/TV/videos 
They like and what extracurriculars they are involved in
Child’s personality
Child’s relationship with siblings, extended family
Child’s daily routines
Child interactions with peers, adults
Child’s special needs
Child’s physical and mental health
Parent’s perceptions of child’s understanding of court, court proceedings, divorce, Judge, GAL
Parent’s perceptions of child’s understanding of each parent’s position regarding the parenting plan and their parents’ feelings about one another
What child has observed 
Child’s reactions to what they observed
Prior to the meeting with the child, prep the parents for what to tell the child about GAL’s role
I usually see the children once at each parent’s home and interview the children in the home individually
Don’t tell children GAL is your personal friend. May make the child see you as one parent’s side or the other
Have parent plan an activity with the child for GAL to observe them engaging in during visit
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