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SEMINAR 

How to Draft & Serve 
Initial Pleadings 
Getting court action started 
There is much more to consider in drafting pleadings than simply making sure that the 
document meets bare notice requirements. Commencing suit is one of the most critical 
points in any piece of litigation and starting the case out right is crucial. 

This program provides practical guidance for drafting pleadings thoroughly and well, 
in a manner that both complies with the requirements of the Massachusetts Rules of 
Civil Procedure, and avoids issues of insufficient pleading that may arise under those 
rules. Learn what you need to know about drafting effecting complaints, service of 
process, and preparing equally effective answers in a variety of civil actions. 

Agenda 
• How to Commence an Action 
• How to Draft a Complaint to Avoid Motions to Dismiss 
• Forms of Pleadings 
• Court Timelines and Deadlines to Consider When Filing Complaints 
• How to Analyze Defense Considerations 
• Venue Considerations 
• How to Timely Respond 
• Means for Effective Service 
• Answering and Responding to Complaints, Including Counterclaims 
• Defenses 
• Motions to Consider in Response 
• “Ask the Experts” Q&A Session 

Faculty 
Jennifer Sevigney Durand, Esq., Durand Family Law LLC, Canton, Chair  
Breanishea Amaya, Esq., New England Law, Clinical Law Office, Boston 
Harold O. Beede, Esq., Dalton & Finegold LLP, Amesbury 
H. Luke Mitcheson, Esq., Morgan & Morgan, PA, Waltham 
Jared M. Wood, Esq., Egloff & Wood LLP, Newton 
Tanesha R. Wright, Esq., Law Office of T.R. Wright, Boston  

 

 
Dates & Location 
Register at www.mcle.org 

LIVE WEBCAST  
Tuesday, May 9, 2023 
2:00 pm–5:00 pm  
Program Number: 2230201WBC  

REBROADCAST  
Wednesday, May 24, 2023 
2:00 pm–5:00 pm  
Program Number: 2230201RBC  

REBROADCAST  
Thursday, June 1, 2023 
9:30 am–12:30 pm  
Program Number: 2230201RB1  

ON DEMAND WEBCAST  
View after Thursday, June 1, 2023 
Program Number: 2230201WBA 
 

 

 
Tuition (includes written materials)  

• $245  
• $220.50 MCLE Sponsor Members  
• $122.50 New Lawyers admitted to law 

practice within 5 years, Pending 
Admittees, Law Students, and 
Paralegals 

• FREE for MCLE OnlinePass 
Subscribers  

To apply for a need-based scholarship, email 
scholarships@mcle.org.  
 

 

 
Materials  
The materials for this program are 
available online only and can be 
downloaded via the link emailed to you 
upon registration.  
Also, there is no need to take extensive 
notes. Two weeks after the live webcast, 
all registrants receive a link to a verbatim 
transcript and audio and videorecordings 
of this program.  
 

 

 
CLE Credits  
Earn up to 3 CLE credits 

 

 

 
 


