MCLENews!
Lowering Financial Barriers
for New Lawyers

Making a Positive Impact,
Leveling the Playing Field

MCLE expands new lawyer discount to 50%

Keches Law Group makes leadership pledge

he first years of practice are critical to a lawyer’s career, and
continuing legal education plays a big part in teaching new
lawyers the ropes, bringing them up to speed, and then keeping them
up to date on the law with expert guidance from seasoned
practitioners. However, learning the nuts and bolts of a practice area
can be expensive. No lawyer should be precluded from participating
in CLE due to financial barriers.

CLE thanks Keches Law Group for its generous support of
MCLE’s Scholarship Endowment. Through its charitable arm,
Keches Cares™, the firm has made a leadership pledge to promote the
training of lawyers who serve the
public interest and to foster excellence
in the practice of law. The new Keches
Law Group Scholarship Fund will
sponsor 20 scholarships annually to MCLE programs related to
workers’ compensation law and practice.

T

u Expanding the New Lawyer Discount
To lower those barriers and make CLE more accessible,
MCLE is significantly increasing its new lawyer discount,
effective September 1, 2022. Through
the generosity of individuals and law
firms who have contributed to MCLE’s
for your ﬁrst
Scholarship Endowment, MCLE is
expanding the definition of new
lawyers from three to five years and
doubling the discount to 50%. Therefore, lawyers in their
first five years of practice get 50% off MCLE’s
award-winning programs and practice manuals—or can
get it all with a subscription to the MCLE OnlinePass® at
half price. That’s worth repeating: Lawyers get half off
MCLE programs, books, and the OnlinePass during
their first five years of practice!

50% off
5 years

u Needs-Based Scholarships
If that’s not enough, lawyers can request a needs-based
scholarship, up to two per year, to further reduce the cost
of attending an MCLE program, conference or workshop.
Just send an email to scholarships@mcle.org stating
your need. It’s as simple as that.

u FREE Practical Skills Series, All Online
MCLE staff is working with practice-area specialists to
reformat its annual Practical Skills Program—a staple for
lawyers for more than 50 years—into a free online series
of introductory trainings on select areas of practice that
solo and small firm practitioners are likely to encounter
during their first few years, such as handling a divorce
case, drafting a simple will, buying and selling a home,
representing tenants in an eviction action, trying a civil
case, defending an OUI case, and more. Given the online,
short-course format, lawyers can pick and choose topics or
watch them all on their own time at their own pace.
And that’s not all: Register for a session and get
online access to MCLE’s signature publication,
Massachusetts Basic Practice Manual, which covers
12 areas of practice and includes more than
150 checklists and forms—for FREE! Whether you are
already committed to a particular practice area or still
considering your options, the Practical Skills Program for
Solo and Small Firm Practitioners will be an essential
starting point for any lawyer. Stay tuned!
These are just a few ways that MCLE is helping lawyers
enter—and succeed in—the profession.
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A leading law firm practicing in the areas of workers’
compensation law, personal injury law, medical malpractice, class
actions, employment law, social security disability, accidental
disability retirement, and insurance disputes, Keches Law Group
is known for its tireless, caring efforts on behalf of its clients. Its
creation of this new fund is but one more example of the firm’s
long history of leadership in the legal community and commitment
to charitable causes. Whether aiding families impacted by tragedy,
supporting community programs, funding scholarships for college
and graduate students, or, now, helping deserving lawyers access
essential continuing legal education, the firm is committed to
making a positive impact by helping those in need.

Best in Show!

A

MCLE earns 56th, 57th and 58th
“Best” awards in 30 years

t the international Association for Continuing Legal
Education’s 58th Annual Meeting in Vancouver in July, MCLE
brought home not one, not two, but three awards for its exemplary
work during the past year—marking the 56th, 57th and 58th
“ACLEA’s Best” awards MCLE has received since their inception in
1992!
u Best in Programs & Best in Marketing
MCLE Estate Planning & Administration MasterClass
MCLE took home the coveted Awards of Outstanding Achievement
in both Programs and Marketing for its creativity and innovation
in the development and promotion of the Estate Planning &
Administration MasterClass, a self-paced learning experience
designed to help estate planners raise their practice to the next
level. By combining a series of foundational seminars curated from
MCLE’s online database, self-tests and interactive learning
modules that reinforce fundamental principles, and a capstone
project featuring one-on-one mentoring, the MasterClass is an
effective tool for adult education. Its blend of pedagogy and use of
dynamic online multimedia, periodic testing, model documents,
mentorship, and a flexible schedule exemplify a resource that is at
the forefront of the CLE industry.
u

Best in Public Interest
Lowering Barriers to Participation—Free CLE for Civil Legal Aid
ACLEA’s Awards Committee praised MCLE for its extraordinary
commitment to the public interest for providing free subscriptions to
the MCLE OnlinePass® to civil legal aid organizations throughout
Massachusetts. Hundreds of legal aid lawyers and staff now have
free access to MCLE programs and books to satisfy all their training
needs while allowing them to direct their limited resources to
providing legal services to low- and moderate-income clients.

Support MCLE’s campaign to train pro bono advocates by…

Giving to MCLE’s Scholarship Endowment Campaign
Thanks to our generous donors, we have raised $4,176,787—
endowing 1,670 annual scholarships—or over 83% of our $5M goal!
MCLE has launched a campaign to raise $5 million to endow 2,000 scholarships in perpetuity. Your
gift helps fund scholarships to MCLE programs and provide training opportunities and resources for
lawyers who represent low- and moderate-income clients, in particular civil legal aid staff attorneys and
private practitioners who accept pro bono cases. By contributing to MCLE’s scholarship endowment or
to one of our named scholarship funds, you are helping to ensure that all persons in Massachusetts have
access to legal services and representation—which, of course, begins with the education of lawyers.

TO DATE

1,670 scholarships
$4,176,787
GOAL

2,000 scholarships
$5M

Or by including MCLE in your Estate Plan
The Legacy Society is a dedicated group of MCLE supporters who have included the MCLE Scholarship Endowment in their
estate plans so as to ensure that the poor have access to well-trained lawyers in the future. You can join the following members
of the MCLE Legacy Society and endow legal aid training through a bequest intention or by naming MCLE as a beneficiary of
your retirement plan, IRA, trust instrument, life insurance policy, bank or brokerage account.

Legacy Society
MCLE. Keep raising the bar.®

Daniel L. Goldberg
Richard S. Milstein

John M. (Jack) Reilly
Mary H. Schmidt

Richard C. Van Nostrand

To make a tax-deductible contribution to the General Scholarship Endowment or to one of the named scholarship funds
honoring outstanding members of the legal community, or for more information on MCLE’s planned giving program, go to
mcle.org/give or contact John M. Reilly, Esq., MCLE Executive Director, at 617-896-1240 or jreilly@mcle.org.

In Memoriam: Paul M. Kane

1942–2021

A recognized titan and leader of the family law bar

I

n September 2021, the legal profession lost one of its finest
members with the passing of Paul M. Kane, Managing
Principal of McGrath & Kane in Boston. Paul was a dear friend,
brilliant attorney, and a remarkable gentleman who leaves
behind a legacy of excellence and high ethical standards in the
practice of law. A wonderful storyteller and masterful teacher,
Paul was able to command an audience—whether a jury in a
courtroom, students in a classroom, or friends and colleagues in
any room—through a rare combination of intelligence,
professionalism, civility, and humor.
He committed much of his career to the
training and professional development of
lawyers. A 1970 graduate of Boston College
Law School, he served as its Assistant
Dean from 1970–1977 and taught there for
four decades. He generously gave of his
time and talent as a long-time faculty
member, curriculum advisor, and author
on MCLE family law programs and books,
for which he received MCLE’s
Paul M. Kane
Scholar-Mentor Award in 2010. As a
member of MCLE’s Family Law Curriculum Advisory
Committee, he helped shape continuing legal education
curriculum and policy and was a driving force in the
development of MCLE’s nationally recognized Family Law Trial
Advocacy Workshop, which, more than 35 years later, continues
to train attorneys in the art of domestic relations trial practice.
With the help of a committee of distinguished family law
practitioners, MCLE is creating the Paul M. Kane Scholarship
Fund to endow scholarships and other educational opportunities
to deserving lawyers who serve the public interest while

honoring a giant of the family law bar, mentor, educator, and
shining example to generations of lawyers.
Early contributors to this fund include:
Patricia M. Annino
Hon. Joan P. Armstrong
Nicole C. Armstrong
Matthew P. Barach
Richard C. Bardi
Berid & Schutzbank LLC
Burns & Levinson LLP
Mary E. Collett
Hon. Peter C. DiGangi
John G. DiPiano
Doherty, Dugan, Cannon,
Raymond & Weil, PC
Anthony M. Doniger
Alfred Farese III
Patricia S. Fernandez
Mary M. Ferriter
Peter W. Fink
Marc E. Fitzgerald
Gibbs Heinle Maiona LLP
Hon. Edward M. &
Julie E. Ginsburg
Steven E. Gurdin
Maryjo A. Hart
Holly A. Hinte

Jon M. Jacobs
Norman I. Jacobs
Kimberley J. Joyce
Michael P. (Mick) Judge
Martin F. Kane II
Kates & Barlow, PC
Hon. Leilah A. Keamy
Jennifer B. Koiles
Joan E. Kolligian
David H. Lee
Stephanie W. Lyons
Marcia J. Mavrides
Linda A. Ouellette
Terri L.B. Partridge
John M. (Jack) Reilly
Hon. Susan D. Ricci
Robert J. Rivers, Jr.
Morgan L. Roberts
Ryder & Phelps, PC
Hon. Mary Anne Sahagian
Gary O. Todd
Witmer, Karp, Warner &
Ryan LLP

